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The research on the marital power relationship has received great attention from 
feminist scholars due to its importance involving issues such as the status of women, 
gender equality and family harmony. This study, based on sorting out and evaluating 
the conclusion and theoretical explanations of existing researches on marital power 
relationship, and combined with the reality of the cultural and social development of 
Chinese families in transition period, puts forward corresponding research hypothesis, 
and conducts an empirical testing and in-deep analysis on the hypothesizes between 
gender, resources, culture and marital power relationship using the data of Fujian 3rd 
Survey on Women’s Social Status, and carries out comparative and critical studies 
according to gender for the acquisition mechanism of wives’ power and husbands’ 
power from the perspective of the social gender theory. 
The study shows that although the proportion of couples equal powers has 
improved to a certain degree with the development of society, and there is somewhat 
decline in husbands’ power, there is still no significant change in the power pattern 
that husbands lead power of decision for major affairs of the family while wives 
manage power of decision for day-to-day affairs of the family and the real power of 
husbands is greater than that of wives. Influence of the urbanization level and regional 
subcultures causes larger difference in various powers of husbands and wives within 
population of the same gender. The influencing factors analysis of marital power 
shows that, the resources and cultural factors have both complex indirect influence 
and relatively independent direct influence on the marital power in Chinese families at 
present; when both the resources and the culture jointly play a role in the marital 
power relationship, the influence of the resources factor is more direct and intense, 
while the influence of cultural factor is relatively weaker and more complex. When 
the resources and cultural influences have been controlled, the gender difference in 
the marital power relationship is still obvious. The reason is that the expectation for 













Through comparing the way to access to the marital power according to the gender, 
we found that husband-wife family relationship neither shows so-called “Yin 
Flourishes while Yang Declines”, nor presents equal pattern between husband and 
wife like some people think; marriage family is basically still a field of the patriarchal 
system. The article believes, even in the cultural atmosphere emphasizing the equality 
between men and women, the rigid role orientation of gender as well as the entirely 
different value criteria for the material production and population production in the 
society will inevitably lead to the fact that it is difficult to establish a balance of power 
relationship between men and women, even it is difficult to identify this unequal 
relationship. However, the study also found that, when the resources and cultural 
factors have been controlled, women will be possible to obtain a higher level of 
personal decision-making power, and the difference in the family real power between 
man and woman will also disappear. 
The main contributions of this study are as follows: 1. Sort up and evaluate the 
results of research on marital power conducted by Chinese and foreign scholars in a 
systematical way, and explore and analyze the influencing factors of marital power 
and their influencing paths/ways in a deep way based on building an integrated 
marital power measure indicator system; 2. This study does not stop at generalizing 
about the gender difference in the marital power, but conducts an empirical 
comparison for the acquisition method of wives’ power and husbands’ power, and 
re-examines the root of the significance of difference in the marital power between 
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第一章 导 论 
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 第一产业 第二产业 第三产业 
“一五”时期 44.0 26.1 29.9 
“二五”时期 31.4 37.9 30.7 
“三五”时期 38.3 36.0 25.7 
“四五”时期 33.1 43.2 23.6 
“五五”时期 30.1 47.2 22.7 
“六五”时期 31.2 44.0 24.8 
“七五”时期 26.1 42.9 31.0 
“八五”时期 20.4 45.8 33.8 
“九五”时期 17.0 46.5 36.5 
“十五”时期 13.1 46.1 40.8 







































                                                             











































                                                             














































3 数据参见：人民网-中国妇联新闻.十一届全国人大代表妇女代表比例上升约占总数的 21%[OL]. 
http://acwf.people.com.cn/GB/6938021.html,2008-02-29. 
4 我国建国以来的文盲率统计值：1949 年为 80%，1964 年为 57.3%，1982 年为 34.5%，1990 年为 22.2%，
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